
  
  
 

  
 
  
 

    

 

        

 
 

Teacher Resource 

BRIAN JUNGEN: FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
June 20 – August 25, 2019 

“Professional sports play a role in society that serves like a ritual and ceremony. Having experienced that within 
my own family — the dancing and drumming that I participate in — I know how important that is. So I wanted to 
use that — use things that people would recognize in their everyday world.” – Brian Jungen interview on National 
Public Radio, 2009 

Brian Jungen was born in 1970, in Fort St. John, northern British Columbia. He is the son of a Dane-Zaa mother 
and a Swiss father (who immigrated to Canada when he was three years old). One of the central elements to 
Jungen’s artmaking is transformation: in his hands, expensive sneakers become animal masks, plastic chairs 
morph into whales and golf bags become totem poles. He says he learned this from his mother, who was always 
trying to extend the life of household items. 

SUGGESTED LEVELS: JK – Grade 12 
CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS: Visual Arts, English, Social Studies, Geography, 
First Nations Metis and Inuit Studies, Canadian and World Studies 

Brian Jungen, left to right, 1980, 1970, 1960 (2007). Polyester, metal, painted wood on paper sonotube, 396 x 122 x 91 cm. each. 
Courtesy of the artist. Collection of the Art Gallery of Ontario. Purchased with the assistance of The David Yuile and Mary Elizabeth 
Hodgson Fund, 2007; Promised Gift of Rosamond Ivey; Gift of Michael and Sonja Koerner, 2018, Toronto. © Brian Jungen. ...continued > 



Teacher Resource 
...continued   

Jungen often visits ideas around professional sport in his art. For many, athletics have become the ultimate  
ceremony in modern life (did you know the original Yankee Stadium was nicknamed Baseball’s Cathedral?).  
Jungen knows about the sharp critique of how teams across North America appropriate Indigenous imagery or 
use offensive names (the MLB’s Cleveland Indians and Atlanta Braves, and the CFL’s Edmonton Eskimos are  
just a few examples). 

About 1960, 1970, 1980 (2007) 
Jungen constructed these sculptures from cut, resewn and stacked golf bags. Historically, totem poles illustrate 
lineage, history and culture. In Canada, Jungen’s totem poles recall the Kanien’kéhaka Resistance also known 
as the Oka Crisis. In 1990, a major land dispute erupted in Oka, Quebec over the expansion of a golf course into 
a Kanehsatà:ke (Mohawk) burial ground and recreation area. Jungen named each pole for a year, starting with 
1960, when Indigenous people gained voting rights in federal elections. The 1960s mark a deeply traumatic 
period referred to as the Sixties Scoop. The Canadian government removed thousands of Indigenous children from 

their homes and placed them in the child welfare system, where abuse and alienation were commonplace. 

The series concludes with 2010, the year of the Vancouver Winter Olympics – and another moment when the 
commercialization of Indigenous culture and design were highly criticized. 

Use the Critical Analysis Process to explore the works in this exhibition: 

DESCRIPTION: 

• What is your initial reaction to these works? 

• What captures your attention? 

• How does this work make you feel? 

• What do the materials remind you of? 

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION: 

• What is the theme of this artwork? What do you see that makes you say that? 

• What do you think the purpose of this work is? 

• What message or meaning is this trying to communicate? 

CULTURAL CONTEXT: 

• What was happening during the time this work was created? Socially? Historically? Politically? 

• Totem poles typically illustrate lineage and history. What narrative do these totem poles illustrate?  

CREATIVE RESPONSES: 
Re-imagine/Re-make: Jungen transforms everyday materials into incredible works of art – sneakers   
to masks, chairs to whales and golf bags to totem poles. Ask students to consider the everyday materials  
they would use to tell a story.      
 
Ask the Artist: If students had an opportunity to ask the artist three questions, what would they be? 

ONLINE    AGO.ca/schools AGOTeachers | AGOToronto Book your visit today! 
EMAIL groupsales@ago.ca 
CALL        416 979 6608 @agotoronto 
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